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COL. HOUSE WILL ACT FOR PRESIDENT IN WAR COUNCIL®

AMERICANS GAINING WEST OF MEUSE

WILSON'S
ENVOY IS

IN FRANCE

Jol, House Goes to Europe
As Personal Representa- |
tive of President. |

= |
TRIP CONNECTED '
WITH ARMISTICE
Accompanied By Sir Wil-
liam Benson, Chief of
Naval Operations.

Washinglon, Ocl, 25—Col. E.
M. House, personal representa-
five of President Wilson and
spokesman of the State De-
pariment, and Admiral Wil-
liam 8. Benson, chiel of the
naval operations, have arrived
in Franee lo represent the
United Stales in the considera-
tion of Germany’'s plea for an
armistice and peace negotfia-
tions.

Washington, Oct. 25§.---Col, Houss,
Prealdent Wilson's confidentinl nd-
vimor, was sent to Burope as the per-

gonal representative of tho President
on an offiela) mission, This annbunce-

ment was authorized officially, but
further information s withheld,
It is underatood, howeaver, that the

wigit of Col. House to Burope at this
time i3 connected whHh Germany'a
pleas for an armistica and pence,
which now {a befors the Allled gov-
ernmenta for decision. Colonal Houss
vary probably ls authorized to ropre-
sont the President In Ulacussions with
the representatives of the allled gov-
ernmants.

The fact that Cblonel Housa left for
Furope saveral dayd before President
AVilson's finnl reply to (i~rmany was
dlapatched s further proof that every
stop of the President's negotiations
with Germany has been taken in full
aopord with the entante governments.
It also is taken to Indicate that de-
ciglon to transmit the German plea (o
the Allles under csrtaln conditions
was rasdhed aven befora the last note
‘from Perlin was recelved.

Col. House long has been recognized
ne tha logleal selection by the Pres-
tdent to repressnt him In such casas
as now are to bs held, He has made
{requent trips to Burope since the war
began In 1814, conferring with leaders
in the leading helllgarent nations and
more than a year ago he wns charged
by the President with gathering data
for yse at the peace confearence. Much
of it has been asssmbled at the Wend-
guartars of the Amerlean Geograph-
fcal Boclety in New York nnd on his
Inst trip to that eity after the first
German note was recelved President
TWilson examined the data in combpany
with Col. House.
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% DEMAND FOR COFFINS £l
GREATER THAN SUPPLY
Bo great has been the demand
for coffins in Bridgeport since
the beginning of the influenza
epidemic, that one undertaker
this morning waa Informed that
the supply in the wnrechonses of
the manufacturers from whom
he purchases his cofline was
completely cxhansted. If any
more deaths oocur, it will be
nocessary to use nineg boxes in
the place of regular coffins as
even the cheapest grade, of
which Inrge numboers are nsual-
Iy on hand, are no longer avall-
nbie.

iWilson Asks People For Democratic House And Senate

|Repuhlic;an Leaders Are Pro-War, But Anti-Administration

Washinglon, Oecl. 25—President Wilson loday is-
sued an appeal to ihe people to relurn a Democralic
Congress in the November elections if they approve of
his course in this critical period.

Relurn of a Republican majorily lo cither House
of the Congress, the President said, “would be certain-
Iy intrepreted on the other side of the water as repudi-
ation of my leadership.”

The President said he would accept the country's
verdiel withoul cavil, but fhat if it was adverse, the
power to administer the great trnst assigned to him
would be seriously impaired.

F‘nlhnving is the President’s appeal:—

“My fellow counirymen:—The Congressional clee-
tions are at hand. They oceur in the most eritical per-
iod our country has ever faced, or is likely to face in
our time. If you have approved of my leadership and
wish me lo conlinue o be unembarrassed spokesman
in affairs al home and ahroad, T earnestly beg that von
will express yourselves unmistakably to that effeet by
relurning a Demoeralic majority to bolth the Senate
and House of Representalives.

“I am vour servant and will aceept vour judgment
withoul cavil, bul my power o minister the greal lrusl
assigned to me by the constitution would be seriously
impaired should your judgment be averse, and I must
fzankly tell you so because so many crilicism depend
upon your aets. Your faste must-nol in grim limes
like these be allowed to stand in the way of speaking
the plain truth.

“I have no though! of suggesling thal any political
parly is paramount in malters of palriotism? T fesl
too deeply the sacrifices which have been made in Hiis

war by all our citizens irrespective of party affiliations
tn harbor such an idea. 1 mean only thal the diffienl-
ties of our present task are of a sort that makes il im-
peralively necessary that the nation should give ils un-
divided support lo the government under a unified
leadership and that a Republican Congress wonld di-
vide the leadarship.

“The leaders of the minority in present Congress
'l have unquesiionably been pro-war, but they have been
anli-administration. At almost every turn since we
entered (he war they have sought o seek the choice of
policy and the conduct of the war out of my hands
and put it under the control of instrumentalities of
their own choosing.

“This is no lime either for divided council or for
divided leadership; unity of command is as necessary
now in civil aclion as it is upon the field of battle.
If the eontrol of the House and the Senate should be
faken away from the party now in power an opposing
majorily could assume control of legislation and oblige
all action to obstruclion.

“The refurn of a Republican majority fto either
House of the Congress would, moreover, be inlerpreted
on the other side of the water as a repudiation of my
leadership. Spokesmen of the Republican pariy are
urging you o elect a Republican Congress in order o
back up and support the President but even if they
should do this, they would impose on no one on the
olher side of the water. It is well undersiood there, as
well as here, that the Republican leaders desire not so
much fo support the Presideni as to conlrol him.

“T nead not tell you my fellow counirymen, that I
am asking your support, not for my own sake or for
the sake og a polilical party, but for the sake of the na-
fion ilsell thal ifs inward unity of purpose may be
evident to all the world. In ordinary times I would not
feel at liberty fo make such an appeal to you, Injordi-
nary times divided eounsels ean be endured wilhout
permanent hurt to the country.
dinary times.

“If in these eritical days il is vour wish lo sus-
tain me wilh undivided minds I beg that you will say
so in a way which it will not be possible to misunder-
sltand either here al home, or among our associates on
the other side of lhe sea.

Bul these apre not or-

“I submil my difficulties and my hopes o you.
“WOODROW WILSON."

FOURTH DAY OF CASE
DECLINE FOR INFLUENZA

According to Health Officer Dr. ‘ of their homes for the caring of can-
Walter E. Brown, the c¢rest of tha | Vilescent patlents. These sufferers,
Spanish influenza epidemic In this |VDile needing medical attention for a

long time after they have apparently
recovered, do not need trained aid,
and If the need arises Dr. Brown will
have the convalescents removed from
the Isolation hospital to
that have been placed at the disposal
[of the health authomties,

city has been reachad. One hundred

and fAifty-two cases were reportied for
the 24-hour perlod ending at § o'clock
thix morning. & decresss of 35 cases
over the figures of the previous day.
It 18 the fourth succeseive day that
the scourge hans been on the declina Dr. A. C. Fones of the Division of
in Bridgeport, nnd while Dr. Brown | Denta! Hygeone, has turned over to
sald that there ware likely to he spas- | Dr. 1. A. Wilkes, school medical in-
modic jumps In the Ngures at re- |Spector, his enilre gtaff for work in
paatsd intervals, he - was confldent | combatting the epidemic and in in-
that the atuthorities had the epldemic | vestigating the absences of children
wall In hand, Beventeen additional |and nerses from the achools. They
deatha pcourred in the paet 24 hours, | will work under the supervision ot
bringing the total up to 135, At the | the school nurses_and under the per-
presont time the Influsnza cases nume- | Gonal direction of Miss Rose Hare,
ber 4,014.

"The people of Bridgeport must
continue 1o exert the utmost care and
precautions at the present time. We
have not reached the staga, and will
not remch It for a good many week\.
when the people can say the bars ard
down and throw precaution to the
winds, If they do, the epldemic will
Immedlately remanifest [tself. While,

fred Hart.

It was stated today that further In-
vestigation has brought to light the
fact that only a small percentage of
the puplls and teachers absent from
achool are away becasuse of actual ill-
TS,

A member of the medical staff of
the Bridgeport Department of Health

the deaths of the last 34 hours wers | Wést te New TYork foday and will |
rather high, this* sald Dr. Brown, "is
elmply the result of a reactionary |places where influsnza Is belng treated

perlod in the conrse of the épidemlic, | 1o learn if there ars any new wayrs of |
that is bound to come for some Aays.” | Aghting the epldemic that may ba

Tha Health Depariment announced
todny that saveral residents  of
Bridgeport have voluntesrsd the usa

cian will confer with members of the
New York Department of Health.

The manufacturers are ron-
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NELFASE BELGIAN PRISONEHRS,
Washington, Oet,

mitlinry  mennce would result
wen promised by

Hauuren.

been sat free.

* |the Socialist leader who has Just been
e R T s T T

25—NReleawn of all
Belglan political prisonern held in Bel-
tium or in Germany excep! whers a
has
Oeneral von Falk
This hecame known here
‘odny In connectlon with news that
Burgomanster Max of Brussels had

CROWDS FORM BEFORE REIGHSTAG

ning thelr shops to eapacity, 5
with insafficlent forees, and are
turning out & larger percentage |
of coffina in proportion thon hos % |

m‘ o
:):fﬂm:'-‘b::l:ho im"l"!l':mr::w:;‘::’: : Puriz, Oct. 2i—An enormous ciowd | liam's (avooation that God be with!
tlon the supply is not lorgo % assombled before the Reichatag build- |him Is in geason, It Is right now.”
enough, and burial in pine boxes Ing in Berlin yesterday calling forthe| The Nouste, of Berlin says; “In
will rnr-'whnblr bhe a usual ocenr- % | abdiention of Emperor Willam snd splte of everything we feel thm this
rence, until there is a cossation # | the formation of 3 "f"“""”‘; “:;“’?; snswer bLrings us nearer pence.’

" |ing w0 a despntc rom uric

::,m?.:::.‘ Srom, Obe ‘provating *.L'gnrnrmutin:.p Dr. Karl Lisbknecht.! Copenhagen, Oct. 25—The German

released from prison, was applauded
frantically, He was compelled to en-
ter i farringe filled with flowera from
which he made a speech declaring the
time of the people had arrived,

Ian. the Imperial Chancellor a vote
of confldence, the ballot standing 193
to 52, according to Berlin despatches
recelved here. Twenty-three of the;
members did not vote.

Busgon, Oct. 26— Comment on Pres-
{dent Wilson's latest note lo the Ger-
Imuns is heginning to appear In Ger-
‘man papers. The Natlonal Zaltung
of Berlln says:

“President Wilson has answered
quiekly. Well, If ever Emperor Wil-

EAST SIDE SUBSCRIBERS,

The American Bank & Trust Co
| received from 6,535 subscribers on the
Bast Side. Fourth Liberty Loan sub-
scriptions amounting to $823 450,

the homes |

Miss Catherine Tuitt and Mrs. Wini- |

trisd out in Bridgoport. The physi- |

Reichstag has glven Prince “n:lmi'-i

—TTTE T

ga'mn cang as consumers learn of the

McELANEY DIES,

porsibility. The trucks tap milk-

profucing territory, outside the nsnal WAS WELL KNOWN

hanling lines, and off the =ail arter-|¢ -

. NEWSPAPER MAN
“Where'll the roads come from te]d

nn 8,000 trucks?” he nske “Well, Thomas F. McElaney, the

; well
known asdvertising man passed away
at his home, 207 Hawley svenue, this
morning afier an illness of several
weeks durntion.

here are 66,000 rural mall and star
outes belng operated In the Iinlted
tater now. Sometimes 1 think ev-
ryone of them would make a truck

ne. Food ls being handled 190 times Mr. McElaney was horn In Boston
n its way to & consumer. We can| and for a number of YEArs was con-
ut that to five. nected with varfous newspapers In
“Whatching these figures, since De-| that eity, alse with Washington ﬂnd
emaber, when we started, hns glven| New York papers.

1e¢ & new sort of inspiration Wa He came to Bridgeport ten vears

| hall ba moving the mails and malls

fago to take charge of the edvertising
71l include a8 whole unexpectsd war-

department of the Bridgeport Times,

&ty of thingse—in new modes before| which position he held for a number
he -generntion finishes Alrplanes| of vears. More recently he was em-
bor the thousand mile distances, tralns| ployed with the Post and EStandard-

Amerlean, belng advertising manager

'‘of the last named paper at the time
of hizs death.

Some years ago she married Anna

i

-~

Spanish
Influenza

Fortif_ir yourself against
it by taking

T. Baker, who with thres children,
'Emma, Madellne and John survive
him. Mr. McElaneyv wae particular-

I¥ well known {(n business circles
‘where his affable disposition and en-
gaging manner Immediately made
friends of every one with whom he
ceme in contact.

The funeral wili be held frem his
late residence on Saturday afternoon
at three o'clock and from 8t Pai-
rick's church at three-thirty o'clock.

visit hospitals and ellnies and mhe—.: THIRD PRECINCT

THANKS BULLARD

OfMcers attached te the |
Thir$ Preclnet pelice station Jolned
today in dellvering 'o D. B. Bullard
of the Bullard Engineering & Machine
Co:, thelr thanks for his gift of a
Brunswick, Callender & Balke hil-

et FLAXSEED,

and men
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Allies Successful In
Belgium; New |talian
- Offensive CommenceS

British Smashing Their Way Eastward in Sector
Vital to Security of Valenciennes—F rench |
Reported to Have Surrounded La Fere—
Americans Make Important Gains at Three
Points—Hold Them Against Violent Counter
Atttacks.

{By The Associated Press)

As the Allied forces in Belgium and France confinue sue-
cessfully to storm the stubbornly defended German lines, Ttal-
ian troops on the Ifalian northern front have hegun an offen-
sive against the Ausirians.

British troops today are smashing their way eastward on
the sector between Valenciennes and LeQuesnere, which is vi=
tal to the security of Valenciennes. Farlher south the French,
who gradually have been foreing the enemy from the pocket
between the Oise and the Serre, have resumed their pressure
and are reported fo have enlered Villers-le-See and surronnd-
ed La Fere.

American forces have made furlher gains
of the Meuse despile slrong enemy resistanca.
on the western end of the line are reported to
withdraw their prmlmn-

American troops in heavy fighling during last night and &
early today, made important gains al (hree points and maine
fained them against violent German counter efforts. FEast of
the river the Americans made anolher slep loward the import-,
ant town of Danvillers by penetrating the Boise d’Ormont. On
the left and center of the front wesl of the Meuse the Ameri-
cans have captured several important ridges near Grand Pre.
Between Rappes wood and Bantheville wood they also havey
extended their line, -“’

Goneral Diaz in his new offensive is reported to have dit
‘'en lhe Auslrians from important heights north and west |
Monte Grappa between the Piave and the Brenta. In {he Piafe
the Italians have captured two islands. ;

TWO GREAT TENT

east and west®
The Germetsd
be prparing lovil}s

prparing m

East of e Catenn tha British arn
before tha AMormal forest while snuth
{along tha

Olse and the Serro. ths

French are pressing harg ngalnst the

SHuws Tu PARADE Germans. Since Wednesday morning
the British armiss advancing from o

few miles north of Vaolenclennes to

east of Le Cateau hnve taken 5,409

FOR UNITED FUND

The combined forces of Barnum &
Bailey and the Ringlng Brothers
shows have been promised for &8 mam-
moth entertalnment, next month.

raisn funds for the war chest out of
which money will be paid to tho|

prisoners and 100 guns

Fleld Marshni Hniz,
ing reached the ares of the
Mormal forest, apparonty is striving
io outfiank that nntura] barrier on the
north ‘by ndvancing throuch Leques-
noy toward Mons d Manbouge. Tha
Germans are fighting stiffly (o preveog
thi®, resulting In des= - eombats in
the villages and othier vantage paints

troaps hav-

o

K of C, Y. M. C. A, Y, M. H A.{5uth of Valenrienn The PBritish,
Salvation Army, Y. W. C. A, the Li- | Edwever, .are pushi tendily nhead
brary Association, and other wn—l“nl 1 w_- tnlken :-Tnlnr: nnid Vende-
funds. | gles, TFichting wns resumed on this

The two biggest shows an earth are | ector Friday moarning 3 ith the Brit-
gétting settled In winter quarters here, | I#h sdvancing from the hil's enwt of

rallrond
ilenciennas

ihe Ecsilon river townrd ths
and hlgh read beiween

Among the big men in the clrcus
world who have already arrived in

Bridgeport with the shows and are|And LeQue

new laying the plane to make the Immetinte nf nciannes
forthcoming parade and performances |the Br h hn - villages
the blggost thing that has aver been |’m" continue i AL i cromdug
seen In this or any other clty are|°f the Sheldrn Th's -f‘m_- {# mlx and
F. 1. ‘Warrel, manager of Ringling |one-half miles noriheast of Valen-
Brothers' show; Dr. W. J. Shields, |ciennes ¢

chief physiclan and surgeon attached | Fre roops east of e mhre-Olss
to ths . Ringling show: F. A. Cook, | © ."f Longchamps
attorney for the Barnum & Baller N ) ermnn attempis
show; Fred D. Wolf, auditor of the| l-‘ fdrive them bhiav k ACrOss !1:.’! canal.
{Bernum & Balley show; Thomas B. |Along the ra and Scuche plvers the
i Buckley, - treasurer 'of the Ringling; French yesteniay resumed the pres-

after having

show: Charles Hutchinson.treasurer of (SHr0 wn back enemy

the Barnum & Bailley show, and J. J. | efforts '-“'.l'h‘-\r .\T-‘..:--n':-.-r-r

Brooks, ~auditor of the Ringiing| In the reglon east of the Olse the

show. ' | French are reported to have panstral-
; ]ﬁ(! Viller=z-le-Sec and swrrounided La

All of the above men who are con-

llard and pool teble, fol the.uss of sldered glants in the entertalnment | Fere.
REPLACES BURIAN the men during their lesiurs hours | world ars now geotting thelr hends| Northenst of Ethen the Prench have
lin *he station, mga'};er to plan a program which for made an {mporiant advance on tha
_ . | Cajtaln George B, Coley wase the size, merlt and spectacular attain Ardennes canal, gaining tha '.-mq,-m;_
Basel, Oct. 25—Emperor (Charles | spokesman for the happy policemsn, ment will have anything hitherto even of Ambl Ambly the
cording to a Budapest dispatch has |20 In the course of an Interview | dreamed of dwarfed by comparison. |French are ¥ % abuth of
accoptrd the reslgnstion of Daron | upon the subject sald: To get just an Inkling of a few of the raflroa®d junct g the
Burian, the Austrian-H |  The entlre company stutloned at|ihe things which will ba seen by the gzalning of which ol the
\ elgn mi nl;fer sna 1'-ununfgntr?-:anl for | the Third Precinct cannot iind words | thousands who will watch the parade, |Germans to withdraw £ Rethe) nnd
fgarian ‘r .:!rlnd:i I"ﬁndr;d nr:. L,rﬂ “I.:E' | Jl:"'?“m!‘ P:f‘uih 10 eXpress thelir | the largest ever plenned for any the line of tha Alsne In that region,
| % . - | thanks to' the donor of (hls fina gift | n) thére will be nearly ona hun-
N:“!e - c‘tdms:::lun ?;;r ot :!un- which will be the most appraclated | Er::;eleph:ms. more than 40 camels | With the Allled Armles in France
Earian siate , ha een appointed | pleece of furniture | 3 | nnd Balgiur Oet 95 $:30 m ==
{ | n the new boild- | grov es and zebras. while ¥ ’ m. s, e -, M.
.:D succeed Baron Burlan. | ‘ngz." Srgyes b shet iy such numbers  (By ths Assoclated P }—Fightins

! WAR l.,\lln!f.l\_tl;fnl) .AW.‘IBI) ‘ RECEPTION TO SPELLACY,
| Weakitagton. OLt, 38.—An awaed o!i A reception will be tendersd to the
Hon. Thomag J. Bpellacy, Democratio
|the War Labor Board todey In the |candidate for Eovernor, Hon. Chas. D.
_]ah,\, controversy ot the General Flec. | Lockwood, Demucrmic randidate for
Jtrh Co.'s plant st isynn, Mass, pro-| | lleutenant Bovernor, and the <ther
vides for adoption of he gonle of [candidates on the Democratio tloket,
hours snd wages already appfoved at | hy the Woodrow Wilson Club, Siin-
the Schencetndy pHInE, wage changes:day evening, Oct. 27th, at 8 o'clork,
ta be retrnactive to July 17, and m-.lm Colonfal hall, Fairfleld avenue.
ders the reinstalament of 12 employes | The pulille is cordially invited, A
discharged before & #trike at Lynn (ast'special Invitation is tendered to

[.he horses will be
| Hke & brigade of cavalry.

Fummer, ladies.

which compares In fi ness o al-
most any In the war, continoad
throuzh ths nirht on the fileld of ths
great battle north and south of Va-
lencennes, Helated reports indleats
that the British have beaten the Ger-
man defénses, galniny considerable
| ground and ase procesading cazstward. *

Bince Wednesdany morning, tha Brit-
| ish third army has taken 6,000 pris-

uners and the first and fourth armias;
each have taken 1.200, making o total]
sromoen | of 7,200, Mors than 100 eannon ware'
captured on Thursday,

Not alonn
will there be hundreds of animals ou
foot mand In cages, but there will be
doaens of bands, military and Jaz=z
Thare will be clowns, several mlles |
of wagons, Indians, cowboye, AMlexi-
cans, Cossacka, beside ffe nav: o and
military adjuncts which will make
the forthcoming spectacle an npu,-h
in the history of the “blg tope

In addition to the féw of the maay
wonders listed above will be soms of
the world's most Dbeautifal-
costumed In every manner.

!




